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AGRICULTURAL TAR PROCRANS INVOLVING FARV LABOR 


Lericulture achieved a position of first importance in the war effort 
when euthority wes celesated to the Secretary of ‘griculture over the 
Nation's food program anc farm labor resources. . Herein shall be pre- 
sentee in broad outline the scope and authority of the major agricul— 
turel wer progrems involving farm labor. 


Nation's Food Program 


In order to cesure an -cecuste supcly and efficient distribution of 
foo to meet war anc essential civilirn needs ,the President delegated 
eutbority Decem-er 5, 1°42 to the Secretery of “ericulture over the 


Nation's food rrocram. 


Full resnonsi®ility hes ’een given the Secretery to aecertain food 
recuirerents, to cerry out 2 program necersary to furnish such reoulre-— 
ments, ersicn food priorities and rake purchases to the extent neces— 
Fart. 


Me scone of the fooc vrocrem extends to the nroduction and Aistribu- 
tion of 217 comnocities consumed >v humens and animals. The Exyecutive 
Order acfines fooc to mean “all commodities end oroducts, simple, mixed, 
or compoune, or complements to such commodities or orocucts that are 
or mov *e eoten or crunk ty either humens or animals, irrespective of 
other uses to vhich such commorities or rroducts may De out, and bt 
-11 stoces of nrocessine from the raw commodity to the product thereof 
in = venci=le form for imm-ciate huran or animal consumption, but 
welusive of such commodities :nc products as the Secretary shall de- 
tervine. For the purposes of this Executive Order, the term ‘food! 
shell elso incluce all starches, sugars, vegetable anc animal fats 

ané oile, cotton, tovacco, wool, hemc, flmx fiber, and such other 
sericultural commodities and products as the President may designate." 


Farm Lebor Mobilization 


For the curpoce of promoting more effective mobilization and utiliza— 
tion of available labor the War Manpower Commission on January 25, 1943, 
Celegatec euthority to the Cecretary of Agriculture over the Nation's 
farm labor resources. 


Operating responsibility has been given the Secretary for recruiting 
end placing farm labor, the ceterminine of neec and areas of supply, 
the transoortation of farm workers to shortzsge areas and the determina 
tion of essential crops. 


\ericulturel labor extends to all workers concerned with or incident 
to reguler farming operations but coes not include labor for manu- 
facturing or commercial operstions, such as rocessing, packing, can- 
ning, transporting anc mar’-eting farm nrocucts. 


Se 


The War hennower Commission directive defines agriculture as follows: 
"term activitics or services carried on by; or performed for, farm 
owners or tenants on farms in connection with the cultivation of the 
soil, thc harvesting of crops, or the raising, feeding, or management 

of livestock, becs, anc poultry, and shall not include any pecking 

enc canning processing, transportztion or marketing of articles pro- 
duced on farms unless pcrformed or carried on as an incident to ordi— 
m-ry ferming opcrétions as distinguished from manufecturing or commcr—- * 
elal operations," 


Neferment of “ericultursl] Morkers 


The Selective Service Act of 1°40, 2s amenccd, provides for the cefer— 
rent of: farm workers hetween the secs of 1E and 45, Policy résnonsi— 
Llity rests with the Var Vannower Commission an“ the Séelcctive Service 
Svstem, The Nenartront of tericilturc aids in. detcrmining essential 
erope enc the number of war unite rccuirce for dcfcrment.. Horever,; 
fccisions on specific ccfcrments are mece by local dreft boards. 


Goneress has, stlovuletcd HM oe of cvery registrant found by a local 
Arsft hoarc to &: neccesary to anc rceulsriv cngagce in an agricultural 
occunetion or cndcevor edelae to the wer effort. It has been ad 
minisctratively detcrmincd that a person must through his ovm personal 
and circet ¢«fforts be rcsponsibl« for the production of 16 werunnits 

of csscntial ferm procucte to ne cligible for ccferment.. “nite tee 
obicctive is 16 war units, under ccrtein concitions es little es 8 yer 
unite Fould justify deferment. 


Farm orocucts cetcrminec cesential to thc wer cfifort and upon which war 
units erc. ercdited for purposes of deferment: ere as follows: 


‘ic LIVESTOCE AND LIVESTOCK PRODUCTS: Becf cattle, dairy 
cattlc, hogs, poultry, sheep.anc gofts. 

Ti.  FIPER, OLL CROPS AND POTLTORS 4 (E)i Caetor Geane (ome ee 
(2) inert can-Reyotian, Sea Islane ane Upland 15/14 inch and 
over, (>) Uplend uncer 15/16 inch; (3) flaxseed and soy— 
beans? (4) hempy and (5) peanuts, Irish patatocs snd swect 
notetoes. 

III, FIBL) CROPS: (1) ‘lfalfe hay (irrigated), broom corn, corn 
for: grain and- silage, iery edible Deans, grccn peas for proecs— 
sing, ricc, sweet corn for processing; (2) elfalfa hay seed, 
cover crop sted, nonirrigatec alfalfa hav, grain sorghum, 
other tame hay and: seed; (3) barley, ery field peas, o2 ts 
ane rve; (4) swect corn for fresh consumption and hybrid 
scec corn; (5) wild or native hay; end (6) wheat. 

IV. FRUITS: (1) Plants end trees for fruit production and camay— 
flage: (2) small fruit and berries; anc) (3) tree’ fruiey eee 
euous and citrus): (a) bearing orchard (irrigated): (5) no 
hearing orcherd. : 


Ve WEDICINAL, INSECTICIDE AND RUSRER PLANTS 
VP.- = WwCOD PRODUCTS 
Vid. NAVEL SPORES 
VIII, VPCETAFLYS FOR FRESH CONSUMPTION: ANN PROCESSING: Asparagus 
(from present Hianbines. beeta, broccoli, orvescl sprouts, 
Gr rsec) Carros. cham, cauliflower, collerds, escarole, 
prcan’ lesaty vebvuce,: ereem pascal’ colery, § grec NCS for. 
fresh consumption only, poppers, Valo, lime beans, mustard 
erecns, onions, psrsnins, rutsaoage, Shanks Ms teeh es alliehahelaip 
tomatoes, and tornins. 
Tee VEOH TABLE PLANTS ANT SERS 
Xe OTTER FOOT) ANY) eee CROPS 2a(L) Honey, (2). tree nuts 
(bearing orchards), (3) trec nutes (nonocsaring orchards and 
reovlacement stock on (4) suger cenc for’ sugar and Syruy, 
(5) suger ects, sugar Sect seca, sorehvm end sorgo syrup, 
and (6) to>scco. 


Agpricultural “age Polici¢s 


The Weec-Price Control Act of Octobcr 2, 1942 aubhorizcs ane directs the 
Presiccnt to stabilize priccs,wages and salarics 2s f-r as practicable 

Oh Lie, DASie Of the levels) which -eyistec on Seotcmber 15, 1942. ‘Addjust— 
ments are allowcd ito the extent neccssary to aid in’ the prosccution of the 
war and to correct gross inequitics. 


ihe President through Executive Order 9250 established the Officc of 
Economic Stabilization to cerry ovt the Government's 2anti-inflationary 
program. In an attempt to stabilize farm «mployment Economic Stabiliza— 
tion Director Byrnes issucc a circctive empowcring thc Sccretery of Agri- 
culture to pursue a wagc. policy in agr?-culturc which woul?e retain’ anc 
attract, Lebor to the: frrms; 


Tpe cirective stipul2tes that no employer shall ceercasc weecs or salaries 
veic ferieultural labor below the, highest rate for such work between 
Ov tore ene voeoTcmicr 1S, LO42, without the eocroval of the 

WweCre tary. Of WNera culture. 


Die te suvstancerc weecs in -ericulturc, the “disparity in wages between 
Pericnlurciemcinrweiry one the nocd to, staotiige the ater’ force in 
SVU une ec rane on form voecs has been Lifted until such timc as 

the daervetary eecidce that such imecr-ascs shall se;rcviewod by the Depert— 

neu. rovleion 1s made for pubkic notice of the cetcrminetion thet 

MUM Pewee UO ercns. crovs, classes “of employers or othcrwise, wage 

enc’ se lary increas es mov no, Longcr De mide without imiake es of the 

DOEPCL ry On Verirculture . 


Under toe dircetive esricultursl labor mcans persons cnengce on. ferms 
"he procucine seraculturel commocitice whoee salcry or wage oovmcnts arc 
nob in <xccss of 2400 pcr ennum, 


Any individual or association of individuals convicted of wilfully 
violating any provisions of the Act or regulations issued thereunder 


are subject to a fine of not more than %1000 or to imprisonment for 
not more than one year, or to*both. 


(See attached chart on agricultural war programs involving farm labor.) 
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scope and Authority of Agricultural War Programs Affecting Farm Labor 


AUTHORITY POLICY SCOPE 

‘Full responsibility ‘1. Ascertain nation!s' Produce and distri- 

ito Secretary through’ food requirements ‘bute all commodities 

‘Executive Order © *2, Furnish food re- ‘consumed by humans 
Nation's Food .dated December 5, ' quirements ‘and animals, 
Program 11942, *3, Assign food prior-' 

: ‘Aties ° 

: *A, Make food pur- 

: chases: ‘ 


¢ 


. Operating responsi- "1. Reeruit and place ‘All labor concerned 


. bility to the Secre-' farm labor ‘with or incident to 
, tary of Agriculture ‘2. Determine areas of* regular farming oper- 
Farm Labor Mobili- . through War Manpower’ need and supply ‘ations but does not 
zation , Commission Directive’ 3. Transport workers ° ‘ include labor for man- 
, dated January 25, "4, Determine essent- *ufacturing or commer-— 
. 1943, ial crops. cial operations, 
. Under Selective a Defer farm labor ‘ipcieze necessary to 


Service Act of 1940 ‘in order to make more’ and regularly en- 
authority on policy ‘workers available to ieee in an agricult- 


rests with the War , agriculture. “ural occupation or 
Deferment of Agri-. , Manpower Commission '2, Hach worker defer endeavor essential 


cultural workers with advice of Secre-red must produce not * to the war effort 
i , tary of Agriculture “less than 8 and up to’ 
,on essential crops. _16 units of war es- 
. Deferment decisions ‘ sential crops 
, made by local draft . ! 


‘board. 
$$ —$—$————$—$—$————— eee 


. Authority to Secre- ' Wage policy to stabi-’ Persons engaged on 
. tary of Agriculture ‘lize farm employment °‘ farms and producing 


. through. directive ein No decrease in ‘ acricultural commodi- 
Z . from the Office of {wages without approv-’ ties whose wage pay- 
Agricultural Wage .Hconomic Stabiliza« ,al of Secretary of ‘ments are not'in ~ 
Rolicies . tion dated November ; Agriculture " excess of $2400 per 
: 50, 1942 nae Wage. increases _ annum, 


_ allowed until such ~: 
, time as the: Secretry | 
, Geocities to revic: then 

° . 


2 we 


